
The First Mathematics Marathon in Namibia 
 
The Purpose of this seminar was to stimulate creative thinking in mathematics, encourage 
students to think out of the box and to become interested in a mathematics research 
career. 
 
In America a similar day is presented by the Harvey Mudd Colledge. 
Professor Darryl Young from the Harvey Mudd Colledge provided us with the material 
we used and our first Math Marathon took place on the 13th March 2009. 
 
The program consisted out of two parts. 
 

1. Graph complexity 
2. A practical exercise ( constructing a tetrahedron kite) 
 

 
The first part of the program was a bit unfamiliar to the students due to our system of 
examination focused teaching, and the way the students are conditioned for only one 
correct answer. 
 
The discussion questions were arranged so that they become increasingly open-ended.  
These open-ended questions have been intentionally written to allow for multiple 
interpretations, so that students can develop confidence in expressing their own opinions 
and in thinking creatively. 

            
 
Teachers and students discussing possible solutions to a problem involving Graph theory 



          
                                 Students creating a poster on Graph Theory 
 

     
                The different groups presenting their posters on Graph Theory 
 
The second part of the program was enjoyed by the students because of the relaxing and 
informal way the students competed against each other. This part consisted of 
constructing the Tetrahedron by Art Mabbott from Seattle, USA. The instructions how to 
build it can be found on the web site: http://mathforum.org/pcmi/ under the heading 
Secondary School Teachers and subheading class notes, afternoon and evening activities  
 

     
  Students constructing their kites                          Demonstrating their final product 
 



We decided to start this exercise on a small scale to test the efficiency of such an 
exercise, so the participants were Grade 10, 11 and 12 students from the St.George, WHS 
and Delta schools. We plan to expand it next year to more schools. 
 
 
The organizer of the event was Jorina Hoebel of St.George Secondary School. 
The presenter was Karen D’Emiljo, author of the “Y=mx + c to success” mathematics 
books. Karen was chosen due to her experience she obtained through her participation of 
a Mathematics Seminar for Secondary School teachers in America. 
 

          
 
       The end of a successful day 


