
Reflecting on Practice 
Day 1 

 
The participants watched a video of a classroom in Seattle twice and were asked to 
respond to a couple of prompts. 
 
1) What is teacher watching for/ listening for in the classroom? 
 

• The development of reasonableness of answers 
• Listening to ideas from students and reacting to them. 
• Looking for opportunities to reinforce vocabulary based on student ideas. 
• “Why does it make sense visually?” 
• She looks for “does that make sense? 
• If it doesn’t make sense, can you explain it? 
• What she is watching for is an equal distribution of ideas from many students. 
• Looking for multiple solutions, multiple answers – right or wrong.  These were 

put on the board by students 
• She was looking at misperceptions, too.   A lot of time was spent on 

misperceptions. 
• In contrast, it is common for teachers to go blah, blah, blah – and all of a sudden 

the board is full of equations – which don’t make sense to all students 
 
2) Describe any productive discussions you noted in the video. What did the teacher 
do that led to these discussions? 
 

• She went back to student’s answer of 6.  
• There were many instances when she is monitored student conversation. 
• At times she tried to relate what they were doing to math concepts, for example 

inverse operations.   
• She shied away from rules. 
• Many of the students knew the rule (for dividing fractions), but she focused on 

what actually makes sense.   
• She asked “Why does this make sense?”  
• She allotted a lot of time for students to answer the questions.  
• She didn’t judge.   
• In the part of the video we missed, the teacher asked “Does anyone want to 

comment on what Ben said?”  Then a number of students responded. 
• She had one student call on someone else when she was struggling with an 

explanation. 
• She said “I can’t hear you.” 
• She said that there will be times when there is more than one answer. 
• She brings the discussion back to the variety of answers. 

 
3) Did anything else strike you as interesting about the class. 
 

• Students felt comfortable in the class – even with the disparity of answers.  



• The teacher didn’t just focus on the right answer.   
• She had a lot of time to focus on one problem.  
• Did she spend it on one problem – or one concept?  
• Maybe it is better to have one problem and focus on the concept – so students get 

it.  
• Looking through lens of classroom discourse and discussion, the teacher is still 

doing more than 50% of talking.   
• If she had given the students manipulatives or shapes, that might have facilitated 

better discussion.   
 
 


