
After reading the Makoto Yushida article “Building Our Understanding of Lesson Study” 
participants were asked to respond to a series of questions: 
 
1) What was most interesting to you in the article about using the blackboard? 
2) What do you wonder/have questions about? 
3) How does having public records improve/promote better mathematical thinking? 
 

• Importance of keeping material on the board for the whole period 
• The article was written in 2005 – if it was written today, would technology have 

changed the setting?  Now that we have smart board? 
• The concept of being very precise is important – independent of smart board. 
• I really like the idea of a long chalk board that I can’t do on a smart board.  With a 

smart board, is there a way to see the flow? 
• The article implies that the material should be there during the lesson – 

throughout the lesson. What type of lesson are they talking about?  4 examples of 
student work could take up the whole blackboard for the whole period. 

• I have document camera, but most of the board isn’t usable to the class.  How 
could I incorporate these concepts in my classroom?  I wish I had the technology 
to save it. The article made me think about how random I am sometimes. 

• I have a similar space constraint. Lots of bookshelves.  Maybe adapting the 
concepts using the smartboard that I have?  Maybe moving daily announcements 
on a portable board? Emphasizing big points and summaries? 

• The idea that what is on the board tells a story – that made sense to me.  There is a 
powerful message here. 

• I’m just wondering about the steps and how one goes about planning how to use 
the chalkboard.  What if a student has a question and you have to explain 
something.  

• When they talk about using chalkboard space, they aren’t actually talking about 
writing on it – so students could do the work on paper and then post it on the 
chalk board. 

• It is smart for teachers to put the onus on the students.  For myself, I write too 
much on the board.   

• Sharing a solution: tile board works as dry erase boards. They can set these up 
around the room on bookshelves.  Costco sells packets of these – the size of small 
poster paper. The little ones are good for individual work, but it hard to share 
them. 

 


