
Participants, in their groups, made posters about the use of public records in 
teaching mathematics.  Participants used sticky notes to put questions or 
observations on posters from other groups.  We then had a whole group discussion 
on groups’ response to these questions and observations: 
 
 

• How long would it take to train students to participate in a fish bowl activity? It 
depends on how long it takes to introduce group norms.  

• Informally in different settings, establishing norms takes a while in my class.  I 
have to reestablish norms during the year.  

• I like the idea of videoing classes – to go back and look at. 
• How do students use smart boards? You can show manipulatives using smart 

boards in an innovative way. Students use smart boards to solve problems. They 
could do this in other ways, too. 

• There are a lot of interactive uses of the smart board.  For example, with my 6th 
graders we didn’t have enough dice – so I used the smart board to bring up dice.  

• Would things like voice spread be useful in other settings? This is good for 
discussions which last for a number of days.  You post a question on a page. A 
student can log on and add a picture or a description. It ends up being a free flow 
of many ideas.  It is very controlled on one level. It goes beyond just typing. It is 
good for kids who think slower – it gives them time to add to the discussion. 

• One of the questions involves scribing.  One kid thinks aloud, the other writes – 
even if the other student doesn’t know how to do the problem. It gets the other 
student involved in the process. This is a great idea as students pair off:  One 
person without pencil and paper, the other with.  The one without has to describe 
verbally how to solve a problem.  It is an interesting process.   

 


