
Online Automated Tools
 
Common Themes?  
 
Students need internet access
Hard to give automated feedback (multiple choice, or feedback was canned or simple 
congratulations)
Seem like they’re primarily geared toward intervention
Lot of reading involved … don’t access the book …. language can be a problem
Instructions can be difficult to work through for students (or are they too lazy?)
 
What questions would you ask your supervisor? 
Our school internet is unreliable.
Is this meant to replace something I’m currently doing?  If so, what?  Is it meant to replace me?
Some students do not have internet at home, will we provide time in labs for this?  When?
Is it accessible on a mobile device?
 
Other options?
Aleks.com  - used for Algebra I... some students did not do anything, others did well.  Used it 
every day for a half hour, as part of instruction time.  24$/month for individual license.
 
KhanAcademy.org … starts at simple level and moves through to Algebra II.  Can chart their 
own progress.  Have to finish one level (10 questions in a row) before they move on to the next.  
Very procedural with few connections made.
 
GoogleDocs and GoogleForms can be built that will assess students on skills.  
 
MVAMath.com from Zach Koroiz (PCMI 2010) … feedback given to students on each question 
…. free but need to sign up
 
 
 
 
 

Package Name: Glencoe/McGraw Hill

Pro
Chapter reviews/self-check quizzes would be good study tool
Animations provide simple explanations of procedures - may be a 
good resource for students at home who don’t understand basics of 
material
 
The authors all had professional looking pictures.

Con
Interesting stuff -
 “Coming soon!”
This looks like it would 
be primarily used by 
students at home, 
who may not have 
internet access



No struggle!

Package Name: MapleTA 7

Pro:  
1. Uses Maple, able to import/export GSP, understands algebra
2. Recognizes answers in multiple forms, 
3. Can direct students to easier/harder/different questions based on 
their responses, can randomize from a group of questions.
4. Question database available 

Con: 
1. At first, takes 

a lot of time on 
the instructors 
part.  

2. Questions 
must be 
carefully 
developed to 
insure proper 
assessment.

3. The upfront 
costs may be 
prohibitive 

4. I would ask my 
supervisor for 
some PD on 
this system if 
she buys it for 
the district.  

Package Name: Glencoe

Pro The activities were fun (transforming quadratics, etc.). It was 
nice that the questions were from the book.

Con I couldn’t get 
access to all the 
videos offered, I was 
asked to pay $29 
to have a choice of 
videos. One of the 
free videos was a bit 
boring.
If you didn’t have 
the book with you, 
then you couldn’t 
get help. The tutor 
would say “read the 
questions”

Package Name: InterActMath

Pro  Program is aligned with a textbook--if your book is on that list, Con: Slow loading-



you can clearly keep your text and this package together.
 
We liked the “similar exercise” button which would allow the student 
to do a similar question and find out if they really understood or if it 
was just a “lucky guess”.
 
Some flexibility about how to input an answer (not all multiple 
choice, and students could enter radicals and fractions easily.  

-we couldn’t even 
access the link all 
at the same time.  
What happens when 
30 students try to 
get on the night 
before a homework 
assignment is due?
 
We thought the 
feedback was 
too ‘canned’ and text-
rich.  Most of my 
students wouldn’t 
bother to read the 
feedback.
 
Even correct answers 
only got a “fantastic” 
or “excellent” 
response without any 
further feedback.  It 
might be nice to see 
the correction solution 
written out.

Package Name: Carnegie Tutor

Pro:
Built in definition and help.  Measures your various skills as you go.

Con:
Feedback is too 

specific, does not 
allow for struggle.
Uses answers as 

opposed to questions 
when prompting 

students.

Package Name: MyMathLab

Pro: unknown
 
If traditional homework and tests are something that your students 
would benefit from doing online, and they all have updated 
computers, we think this would be good. 

Con 
Very difficult to login 
to. It doesn’t gear 
to self-assessment, 
but rather traditional 
homework and tests 



moved online.  
 

Package Name: Destination Math

I use it in my school sometimes. Works well for students who are 
on grade level (and remember elementary and middle school 
concepts). 

Con: Very expensive; 
requires strong 
vocabulary and 
assumes solid 
knowledge of k - 8 
math to do Algebra. 

 


