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Reflecting on Practice: 
Invitations & Toeholds
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Please respond to your colleagues’s 
Wednesday’s prompt:
Assuming you publicly post student work:
• Why do you do it?
• How do you go about choosing what goes up?

Table Tents
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At your tables, share some of your anecdotes 
about students who have had to re-enter the 
room/discussion/work flow in your class, for 
whatever reason.
What caused the breaks?
Think of all the different ways these might 
occur.

Share with your table some examples.
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Did I miss anything?



Re-entering

Thinking of a couple of your anecdotes, how 
did you ensure the student(s) could 
productively become part of the class again & 
move forward in their learning? 
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Re-entering

Thinking of a couple of your anecdotes, how 
did you ensure the student(s) could 
productively become part of the class again & 
move forward in their learning? 

In what ways was that challenging? For you? 
For the student(s) re-entering? For the rest of 
the class?
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Re-entering

Thinking of a couple of your anecdotes, how did you ensure 
the student(s) could productively become part of the class 
again & move forward in their learning? 

In what ways was that difficult? For you? For the student(s) 
re-entering? For the rest of the class?

How might leveraging student artifacts assist 
this?
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Invitations & Toeholds

As professional educators, we have an ethical 
obligation to continually invite previously 
disengaged, absent, or distracted students to 
get back into the work at hand.

We have an equal obligation to make it 
possible for them to do this productively.
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TIMSS Video

International study of six countries; recordings 
were taken in the US, Japan, Hong Kong, 
Australia, Czech Republic & Switzerland.

Accessible at http://www.timssvideo.com
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http://www.timssvideo.com/


Japanese 8th Grade Class

This eighth grade mathematics lesson from 
Japan focuses on linear inequalities in one 
variable. It is the first lesson in a sequence 
of seven on this topic. The lesson is 50 
minutes in duration. There are 35 students 
in the class.
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It has been one month since Ichiro’s mother entered 
the hospital. He has decided to give a prayer with his 
small brother at a local temple every morning so that 
she will be well soon. There are 18 ten-yen coins in 
Ichiro’s wallet and just 22 five-yen coins in his smaller 
brother’s wallet. They have decided every time to 
take one coin from each of them and put them in the 
offertory box and continue the prayer up until either 
wallet becomes empty. One day after they were done 
with their prayer, when they looked into each other’s 
wallet the smaller brother’s amount of money was 
bigger than Ichiro’s. How many days has it been since 
they started the praying? That is the problem
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Japan, Grade 8 class

The teacher reads the task to the class while they 
follow along.  We are joining the class right after he 
is done reading. The students work individually for 
about 14 minutes, while the teacher walks around 
and asks questions such as, is there another way or 
which way does that represent. We will then pause 
& rejoin the video once students begin to share 
their solutions.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHx2UoAkRrM&t=125


13

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHx2UoAkRrM&t=1114
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Take a few moments

Check in with your table about the video.



Discussion

Pretend our imaginary student Ichiro has been 
called to the office … what is their re-entry 
like?  
What opportunities for re-entry do you see? 
What opportunities are missing? 
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Another Class

Grade 9 mathematics class in Canada; the 
question has been read to them -- they’re 
looking for the minimum perimeter for a given 
area.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWVIPMW6yFw&t=660
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Take a few moments

Check in with your table about the video.



Discussion

Pretend our imaginary student Ichiro has been 
called to the office … what is their re-entry 
like?  
What opportunities for re-entry do you see? 
What opportunities are missing? 
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Black/White/Bulletin Boards

What's important about board use ? That is, 
what is the board for?
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Reading for tonight

Makoto Yoshida
“Using Lesson Study to Develop Effective 
Blackboard Practices”
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"You should not erase what you write if you write 
on the blackboards and you should not write on the 

board if you are going to erase it." p. 95

What things in a math class should be written 
down for persistent1 viewing?

________

1Today, tomorrow or forever
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VNPS/Projectors

How do we balance the opportunities with the 
challenges of lack of permanence? 
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Name Tent Feedback Question
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On the back of your name tent, respond to this 
statement for Day  4: What do you put up in 
your room that persists for some period of 
time, and why?

For everyone who did the phone in the pocket 
recordings, please bring those and a pair of 
headphones if you have them to RoP 
tomorrow.
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